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Visit our website at www.chiomega.com/lambdadelta 

 by Laura Toomey, Newsletter Editor ��
 

I am thrilled to announce to all our alumnae that Chi 
Omega was named Sorority of the Year at Closing 
Ceremonies in May. This incredible honor followed the 
year-end written evaluation of Greek organizations 
called Founders’ Arch. Big thanks to all the EBoard 
members and Cardinal Cabinet Chairs and especially to 
GH Kelli Kratzenberg for countless hours spent docu-
menting all that we did throughout the year.  

We were recognized for excellence in six catego-
ries. First was Excellence in Academic and Educational 
Programming, which we received for our commitment to 
our studies. If you go into the Kent State library at any 
point during the school year—ten in the morning or ten 
at night—I guarantee you'll find Chi Omegas hard at 
work. Read more about our academic record on page 3.  

      From volunteering at Hat-
tie Larlham to cleaning up 
local parks, Chi Omegas 
were out and about serving 
the community. Thus, we 
were recognized for Excel-
lence in 
Commu-
nity Ser-

vice. In fact, we participated in the 
MS Walk (our local philanthropy) and 
Relay for Life on the same day! In 
March we held our second annual 
sloppy joe dinner at the house (pic-
tured below) and raised nearly $2,000 for our philan-
thropic work. Read more about our support of the Make-
A-Wish Foundation on page 5.  

       Excellence Awards in 
Postgraduate Life Program-
ming, Multicultural Program-
ming, Risk Education and 
Programming, and Parent 
Involvement were the other 
honors we received at Clos-
ing Ceremonies.  
       On the fun side Chi 

Omega earned first place in Songfest. Proceeds from 
this event went to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, and 

chapter alumna Amy McMul-
len (right), then employed by 
the Foundation, was on hand 
to accept the check for over 
$16,000 from the entire 
Greek community.  

We also snagged first 
place in Homecoming, Delta 
Zeta Lipsync (below), and Sigma Chi Derby Days, and 
we had a great time during Greek Week (below).  

I am so proud of all of my Chi Omega sisters. We 
worked extremely hard academically, fully committed to 
Greek life on campus and community service, and in 
return had a phenomenal year. 
I am now studying abroad in 
Italy and miss all of my sisters, 
but I know we will continue to 
strive for excellence in every-
thing we do. With the involved 
and caring women in our chap-
ter, more great things are in 
store for us in 2009-10.LDLDLDLD Greek Week 

MS Walk 

Sloppy Joe Fundraiser  

Sorority of the Year 

DZ Lip Sync 
Relay for Life 
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by Amy McMullen, Lambda Delta Alumna 
 

    Tulips 
are my 
favorite 
flower, 
and 
when I 
saw that 
Chi 
Omega 
was of-
fering a  
trip to Holland and Belgium to see the tulips in spring, I 
could not let this fantastic opportunity slip by.  

I have always wanted to travel abroad but never 
thought it was really an option. My family and closest 
friends have no interest in Europe, so I didn't see how I 
would ever make it over there. But last fall at a Cleve-
land West Alumnae event, my mom and I talked to West 
Side sister Linda Wagy McGinty , KD/BGSU, who told 
us about the trip to Morocco she was planning.  

I asked her about all the places she had been, and I 
was like a little kid on Christmas morning. My eyes were 
wide! I was so excited. I could have listened to her talk 
about her travels all night. When I said, "I have always 
wanted to travel to Europe," she looked straight at me 
and asked, "What are you waiting for?” That was it for 
me! The next week I booked my trip to Holland and Bel-
gium with Chi Omega. 

Travel Chi O is such a great idea. I had the time of 
my life, enjoying Europe for the first time with my soror-

ity sisters. I signed 
up by myself, but 
former SM and Chi 
O Travel Chair 
Misty Tyree and 
Bev Zinn  took me 
under their wings 
just as Chi Omegas 
do everywhere—in 
both collegiate and 
alumnae chap-

ters. Misty and Bev are experienced travelers, and 
spending my first trip overseas with them was very spe-
cial to me. Chi Os Flo Deer and “Sister” Simmons 
(see above) and their husbands were with us on the 
cruise segment of the trip with Tulane alumni. I can't tell 
you how much of a learning experience this trip was for 
me. Everyone was at least three decades older than I, 
so I learned plenty!  

If you want to know more, go to www.travelchio.com 
and sign up for the mailing list. You will receive an e-
mail about each of the three trips per year plus info on 
any special discounts available.LDLDLDLD 

Amy, Flo, “Sister,” Bev, and Misty 

       

This spring we said 
goodbye to 19 seniors 
and early alumnae. 
The Senior Ceremony 
was held May 2, and 
a champagne brunch 
was held May 3 at 
Recruitment Advisor 
Lori Schwender 
Ferrara ’s home. Pic-

tured above are (top row) Jeanette Nachman, Lara 
Mikoleit, Kate Casserlie, Lauren Urycki, Jessica 
Jerew, and Caitlin Croft; (seated) Lauren Freeman, 
Cassie Johns, Stephanie Barnett, and Casandra 
Rogers . 

 

New alumnae at-
tended a Happy Hour 
June 11 at the Harp in 
Cleveland with Katie 
Keane KD/BGSU, Direc-
tor of Alumnae Develop-
ment at Chi Omega 
Headquarters. Pictured at 
right are (top row, l. to r.) 
Katie, Lauren Urycki, Sarah Oliveri, Julie Diatchen -
ko; (front row, l. to r.) Allison Graham, Patricia 
Dionne. LDLDLDLD 

Misty, Amy, and Bev 

   On Sep-
tember 13, 
we wel-
comed 35 
fabulous 
new mem-
bers. Quo- 
ta was 31. 
Recruit-
ment Chair 
Lisa Ah-
lers said, 
“Bid Night 

is the big payoff for all the hard work the chapters have 
put in for the past few weeks. We are more than excited 
to have such a wonderful new group of women as Chi 
Omegas!" 

Member Educator Catherine Cousineau agreed. 
She said, “I am absolutely thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to teach this new member class. The girls who went 
through recruitment this year were driven, genuine, and 
all around great Chi Omega girls! I look forward to 
teaching them this fall!”LDLDLDLD 
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     Our current 
advisors are 
(from left) 
Jennifer 
Labuda 
DiFranco , 
LD,Social 

and Risk Management; Lori Schwender Ferrara ,  
LD, Recruitment and Panhel; Linda Meixner , AL, 
Scholarship; Gretchen Dambach Fritsch, LD, Fi-
nancial; and Trisha Whipple Brown , XD,Per-
sonnel. Not pictured Lee Steindl, XD, Esoteric. Con-
tact Trisha at trishleebrown@yahoo.com if you are 
interested in joining the Advisory Board.LDLDLDLD 

Mandatory study hours are now part of chapter life. 
Last fall the chapter average was 3.08. To celebrate, the 
Scholarship Cabinet hosted over 100 guests at a par-
ents’ brunch at the house to recognize the achieve-
ments of 50 sisters with above a 3.0, including six sis-
ters with 4.0s, as well as recipients of the Order of the 
Owl, pearls, and Highest Big/Little GPA. All in atten-
dance met our incoming and outgoing EBoards and Na-

tional Consultant Tara Smutz  and also enjoyed 
a fabulous Italian buffet. Kelli Kratzenberg , then 
GTB, received the Ann Walters Scholarship val-
ued at $600.  

This fall we will celebrate our 59 sisters with over a 
3.000 for Spring 2009, including 9 with 4.000. Our S09 
chapter average was 3.17, well above the all-women’s 
and all-sorority averages and the highest in years.LDLDLDLD 

     This spring the Laurels 
Chapter of Mortar Board at 
Kent State tapped three Chi 
Omegas, who were then 
elected to Executive Board 
positions: Catherine 
Cousineau , President; Kelli 

Kratzenberg , Secretary; and Jenna Waldmuller , Di-
rector of Programming. LDLDLDLD 

The following Chi Omegas are 
members of the Order of Omega, the 
Greek honor society: Lindsay Meade , 
VP of Programming, Britt Barnes , VP 
of Scholarship, Catherine Cousineau , 
Kelli Kratzenberg , Kate Lepere , 
Jenna Waldmuller  and Emily Horne . 

2009 Panhel board members include Chi Os N'Jeri 
Nicholson, VP of Member Education; 
Jenna Waldmuller , VP of Philanthropy 
and Community Service and Britt Bar-
nes, Assistant VP of Recruitment and 
Retention. Fall 2009 Sorority Recruit-
ment Counselors included Chi Os 
Amanda Hahn , Monica Volante  and 
Erica Rodenbaugh . LDLDLDLD 

 
 
Serving on our House Corporation 

are (top row) Lauren Botzenhart 
Sponseller , LD, Fundraising; Heather 
Atkinson , BD, President/Treasurer; 
Brooke Lyttle , LD, Chapter Relations; 
and Jenn Rose Dipold , LD, Secretary. 
Not pictured Sarah Oliveri , LD, Fund-
raising; and Krista Lombardo Klefos , KD, Contracts. 
Please contact Heather at chioheather@hotmail.com if you 
are interested in volunteering on HC.  

Big thanks to HC for improvements made this summer: 
carpeting cleaning by Michelle Martinez ’s dad; outside 
lighting, including automatic lighting at our back and front 
doors; dead tree removal, trees cut back from gutter spout, 
lawn maintenance; painting of rooms 10,13, and 14, both 
hallways leading to our rooms, and the lower hallway. 
Glass block windows were installed for privacy in the Study 
and TV Rooms. Catch the new knobs on the kitchen cabi-
nets and plenty more surprises to come!LDLDLDLD    

  
 
                                                                           

After a national search and the 
help of Greek House Resource, 
a web-based company special-
izing in matching Greek house 
directors with chapters needing 
them, the Lambda Delta House 
Corporation hired Gale McNel-
ley. Raised here in Ohio, Gale 

is happy to be back in the Buckeye State. Gale, whose 
mother was a Greek house director, has a degree in 
occupational therapy from Colorado State. Her back-
ground includes work in health care benefits, manager 
of a Ronald McDonald House and sales coordinator for 
a wedding chapel in Las Vegas. She attained the rank 
of captain in the U. S. Army Reserves. 

 Gale makes living in the house fun by putting to-
gether gift bags and recognizing birthdays with cakes 
and arranging themed dinners for holidays. She ordered 
out special food for us during finals week to relieve year-
end stress. Thanks, “Mom” Gale! LDLDLDLD 

 
 
 
is a “very, very, very fine house,” as a song lyricist once 
wrote, but it is in need of continual repairs and updat-
ing. In particular we must repair the roof and install a 
sprinkler system required for fire safety. If you would 
like to help, mail checks for any amount made out to 
Lambda Delta of Chi Omega House Corporation in 
care of the house director Gale McNelley, 618 East 
Summit., Kent, OH 44240. We would appreciate it 
soooooo much!LDLDLDLD    



�������������
��*	����+�������
�������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thirty-five of us, some pictured here, attended Chi-
O-Hio (State Day) in Dayton April 17. This State Board-
sponsored event featured a luncheon and remarks by 
SNV Joellyn Sullivan . At the Luncheon GH Kelli 
Kratzenberg  received the $500 Stella Millburn scholar-
ship from the Columbus Chi Omega Alumnae, and our 
Esoteric Advisor Lee Steindl , Xi Delta/U. of Toledo, 
was named State Board president. Thanks to all our 
sisters who opened their homes for us to stay overnight 
during the weekend and to the women of Mu Lambda/
U. of Dayton for hosting us after the luncheon.LDLDLDLD 

 
 

 
 

Please join us for the parade at 10, brunch 
at the house at noon, and the game at 
3:30. Watch for your invitation via E-Vite 
and be sure to RSVP. 

 

 
by Catherine Cousineau, Member Educator 

I am an English teaching major, and I really wanted 
to share my love of literature and the theater with my 
sisters, so I organized Lambda Delta’s Book Club. We 
choose a book every two months and meet for discus-
sion.  

One of my proudest moments 
with the Book Club was reading Like 
China, a novel  by Varley O’Connor, 
and hosting the author, an assistant 
professor at Kent State, at our 
house. She provided special insights 
into her work and answered our 
questions. During the meeting the 
sisters asked great questions and were clearly intrigued 
by the answers. This made me extremely happy be-
cause I was able to take my love for literature and share 
it in a laid-back, exciting atmosphere; and the women 
responded very well and continue to read for pleasure in 
spite of their busy lives as college students.  

I also established the Play Club at Lambda Delta. 
My mother and I attend plays every month together, and 
I thought my Chi Omega family would enjoy the theater, 
too. My sisters and I went to see the campus play, 
Downtown, in which a new member and an active were 
featured. It was really gratifying to show the actors in 
our chapter that we care that they love to perform. I ex-
panded the Play Club this spring to include productions 
at Playhouse Square in Cleveland. We choose perform-
ances with student prices, making it affordable for col-
lege students.LDLDLDLD    

     The sisters of Upsi-
lon Mu/John Carroll 
and Lambda Delta 
were selected to host 
the first-ever traveling 

session of the Nancy Walton Laurie Leadership Insti-
tute. Chosen from among 20 other chapters, the women 
took part in a professional training session on decision 
making and conflict management. 2008 GHs Christina 
Anderson of YM and Jeanette Nachman of LD made all 
the local arrangements for the presentation at JCU and 
for the transportation of the 100 LDs to the University 
Heights campus. The Foundation picked up the ex-
penses for the 3-hour workshop held November 22. The 
presenters told us they were very impressed with our 
enthusiasm. The Institute was made possible by a gen-
erous contribution to the Chi Omega Foundation by our 
sister Nancy Laurie, Psi/U. of Arkansas, the niece of 
Sam Walton, Walmart founder. LDLDLDLD    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Be sure to update your personal information every t ime  

you move or change your e-mail address.  Do so at 

chiomega.com/everyday 
 

This newsletter was sent to 305 Lambda Delta  
alumnae with e-mail addresses on file at HQ.  

If you know of sisters who did not receive it, plea se pass it 
along and encourage them to update their info.  

 

The total number of living chapter alumnae is 927,  
so we have been able to reach only 33% of our alumn ae. 

At Chi Omega Everyday, you can also help us find Lo st Sisters. 
Sign on and Click on Interactive Tools > Lost Siste rs. You will 
be able to enter addresses and e-mail addresses of those who 
have lost contact with National. Please help us kee p in touch. 

    

Want a young woman you know to meet 
the Chi O sisters at Kent State? Download 

a RIF at www.chiomega.com/everyday and 
send it to our Recruitment Advisor Lori Schwender 
Ferrara at lferrara4@neo.rr.com.  
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by Lauren Kotmel 
 

      Guten tag! I just returned from 
an amazing semester abroad in Dres-
den, Germany. Through the Kent 
State English Department, I studied 
at the beautiful Technische Univer-
sität Dresden, earned my certificate 
to teach English as a Foreign Lan-

guage, and taught English to tenth graders in beautiful 
old Radeburg, Germany. 

When I was not teaching, I traveled to some beauti-
ful places around Europe. In Berlin (above) I visited the 
Reichstag, the German House of Parliament, where 
thousands of people gather near its gardens each  
spring to hold picnics, relax and take photos. 

In Frankfurt, my roommate and I 
grabbed some famous spaghetti 
Eis (right). It’s ice cream that looks 
like spaghetti and is piled high with 
fresh fruit. Wonderful spaghetti Eis 
cafes are everywhere! Americans 
can definitely learn from the Ger-
mans on the right way to do ice 
cream.  
    In Greece we hiked all the way to 
the top of the Acropolis, where I was surprised to meet a 

Chi Omega from the West! 
Then we hiked all the way 
back down to the Temple of 
Zeus (left), which houses 
the statue of the Greek god, 
one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World, and over-
looks the entire city of Ath-
ens. It’s just breathtaking. 

       In Czech Republic, my group 
made a visit to Prague Castle on a 
rainy day. While standing on the 
top level of Prague Castle, I turned 
around and thought, “Wow, that girl 
sounds like Sarah Mooney .” I 
looked, and it was Sarah! (right). 
Sarah, a Lambda Delta sister, 
spent the semester in Florence, 
Italy, and neither of us knew we 
would be in Czech Republic the 
same day. I ran across the courtyard to see her, and we 
had a much-needed mini Chi O reunion. 
    My trip to Europe was the most exciting time of my 
life. I cannot wait to go back next summer! 

Editor’s Note: Ashley Betteker and Sarah Mooney 
studied in Florence, Italy, and Margie Paolicchi spent 
the semester in New York City last spring. This semes-
ter Laura Toomey, Alex Campito, and Rachel Gen-
derson are studying fashion merchandising in Florence, 
Italy.LDLDLDLD    

Thanks to all our generous donors over the 
years who have helped up build our Foundation fund, 
which now totals over $20,000. Annual scholarships 
come from interest earned. Chapter members donate 
$20 per year and belong to Persephone’s Circle, the 
undergraduate giving society. This fall our scholarship 
will be worth $850.  

If you would like to contribute to the fund, send a 
check made out to Chi Omega Foundation with “Ann 
Walters Fund/Lambda Delta” on the memo line and mail 
to Chi Omega Foundation, 3395 Players Club Parkway, 
Memphis, TN 38125.  

     Our scholarship is named for 
Ann Walters (left), a special initiate 
to Chi Omega who served as 
House Director from 1983 to 2000. 
Ann sends her greetings and says, 
“I’m fine and busy. Life is good. I’m 
managing some health issues and 
still caring for my little great-grand-
son Cole, who is now 7. He sur-

prised me the other day by making lunch—peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches!”  

Ann treasures her memories of the Chi O house and 
would love to hear from you. Drop her a note at 429 
South Avenue, Apt. 121, Tallmadge, OH 44278.LDLDLDLD    

On June 27 we participated in the 17th annual Walk 
for Wishes at the Cleveland Zoo. Here’s part of our 
team. We walked with Cleveland alumnae and our sis-
ters from Upsilon Mu/John Carroll, par-
ents, grandparents, a husband, a fiancé, 
and our chapter sweetheart! In total we 
raised $825. We are currently working on 
our second Wish granting. Last summer 
we granted our first Wish to 10-year-old 
Casey of Diamond, OH (right). Her wish 
was to go to Disneyworld and swim with 
the dolphins. LDLDLDLD    
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     by Lindsay Meade,  
 Vice President 
      

       Last year, I served as the treasurer of the Kent 
State chapter of the American Medical Student Associa-
tion (AMSA). We are very proud of our recruitment rate, 
the highest among all Ohio chapters. With our large 
membership we were able to put on a Diabetes Aware-
ness program with Black United Students.  

 As 
AMSA 
treasurer 
I helped 
secure 
grant 
funding 
for 10 
mem-
bers’ 
registra-
tion fees 
and ho-
tel costs 
for our 

regional conference; for the national conference we se-
cured grants to cover the hotel costs of 20 members for 
4 nights. This is the first time we have funded atten-
dance at these conferences, which offer exciting oppor-
tunities for networking with other students and physi-
cians. 

Attending the regional conference made me ex-
tremely excited for my future beyond Kent State Univer-
sity. The conference offered keynote speakers, tours of 
medical facilities and my favorite part—observation of 
M1 students working on cadavers! We were also intro-
duced to social injustices in our profession through tours 
of free clinics and homeless shelters as well as the ex-
periences of GLBT physicians and students. 

I helped my AMSA chapter make a deal with Kaplan 
to auction off two MCAT prep courses, valued at $2000 
per student, which gave us a huge budget to work with. 
As a result we were able to travel to West Virginia in 
April and visit the Gesundheit! Institute, founded by Dr. 
Hunter “Patch” Adams and dedicated to replacing greed 
and competition in medicine with compassion and gen-
erosity.  

AMSA is very important to premedical students, so I 
am happy that we were able to make improvements this 
year. Each year the organization is able to grow and do 
more for premedical students, the campus and the com-
munity; and I plan to stay involved in AMSA throughout 
my undergraduate years and medical school as well as 
during my life as a physician.LDLDLDLD    

    
 

 

 
 

Art edu-
cation major 
and Person-
nel Chair Sta-
cey Mahony 
stands with 
her sculpture 
memorializing 
the tragedy of 
May 4, 1970. 
The piece, 
entitled Thir-
teen Circles, features images of the National Guard as 
well as images and locations of the thirteen students who 
were shot. Stacey received permission from the Univer-
sity to display the work for 10 days and unveiled it at the 
May 4 Commemoration Ceremony. Survivors, including 
Mary Vecchio and Alan Canfora, applauded her work and 
were moved by her dedication. Stacey said she could not 
have asked for a better reward. She is the daughter of 
Kathy Spencer Mahony , Eta Alpha/Oregon State Uni-
versity. LDLDLDLD 

Freshman AMSA member Kelly Wagner  
and Lindsay Meade (r.) rallying at the U.  S. Capitol. 

        

   by Cadet Katelyn    
   Lepere, Treasurer 

 

      
I spent the month of August with fellow AFROTC 

cadets completing field training, a 4-week boot camp 
that began at Maxwell AFB in Alabama, where we fo-
cused on military bearing, discipline and precision, and 
then moved on to Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training 
Camp in 
Mississippi. 
We prepar-
ed for a 
mock de-
ployment, 
involving 
practical 
experience 
and brief-
ings on con-
voy training, bare base planning, base defense, combat-
ives and more. We then deployed to an imaginary coun-
try to help a nearby town with local insurgents and ter-
rorists. Each day we experienced a new position that 
included logistics readiness, medical, quick reaction, 
security forces, civil engineering and mission support. 
On our final day we stormed the town to rid it of 
“terrorists.” Afterward, the “mayor” thanked us for help-
ing his people. It was a very moving learning experience 
even though it was not the real thing. Field training was 
extremely rigorous, but I loved it and wouldn’t trade it for 
anything. LDLDLDLD 

Kate 
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After graduating from Kent State with a public rela-
tions major, Melissa Rzeppa returned home to sunny 
Arizona, where she is now president of the Phoenix Chi 
Omega Alumnae. With help from her EBoard, she and 
the alumnae have strengthened their relationship with 
Psi Epsilon/Arizona State. The alums conducted the 
Senior Ceremony for 30 emerging alumnae this spring. 
They have also been successful with philanthropy. Their 
first event, headed up 
by Melissa, then Phi-
lanthropy Chair, was 
called Making Waves 
for Wishes and raised 
$2,000 for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of 
Arizona. Last year's 
event, a Southern Soiree, Derby Style, raised $4,000 for 
the Chrysalis Shelters of Arizona (for women and chil-
dren affected by domestic violence). Pictured above at 
the Soiree with Melissa (left) are her guests: her sibling 
Carolyn and her mom Maureen. 

Professionally, Melissa is Marketing and PR Direc-
tor for ZooLoo.com, an Internet start-up company that 
launched this summer. She also completed an area pro-
gram called Scottsdale Leadership, and is now on its 
Board of Directors as PR Vice Chair. LDLDLDLD    

Leslie Schelat married James 
McBride August 25, 2007, and 
moved to Atlanta, where she works 
in corporate communications at 
Newell Rubbermaid. She is en-
rolled at Georgia State University, 
working on her MBA in marketing.  

Leslie, in her second term as 
fundraising chair for the Atlanta Chi 
Omega Alumnae, planned Stew & 
Brew, their spring chili cook off and beer tasting, which 
raised $4,000 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. She is 
also in her second year as member-at-large of the 
House Corporation for Delta Theta/Oglethorpe Univer-
sity. Currently helping to establish a Kent State Alumni 
chapter in her new hometown, Leslie also volunteers at 
the Atlanta History Center as well as several parks, na-
ture preserves and historic cemeteries. She and James 
love to attend Georgia Tech and Auburn football games, 
visit Savannah and the High Museum of Art and spend 
time boating. LDLDLDLD 

     Erica Ryan 
and Brandon 
Berasi (below) 
were married Oc-
tober 11, 2008, in 
North Canton with 
her sisters at her 
side: (l. to r.) Lau-
ren Botzenhart 

Sponseller , Sarah Dick  and Marisa 
Stroud . A graduate of the University of 
Akron, Brandon is a mechanical engineer 
at Babcock and Wilcox in Barberton. Erica 
completed her RN at Owens Community 
College in Toledo and is studying for the 
state boards. She would love to work in 
labor and delivery or general surgery. The couple re-
sides in North Canton with their Lab-mix puppy named 
Georgia. LDLDLDLD    

Heather Davis graduated 
from Kent with a degree in 
psychology, but she has since 
pursued a different path to her 
future. Shortly after graduation 
she enrolled in the  5-semes-
ter associate’s degree pro-
gram at Aultman College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences 
in Canton. She attended 

Walsh University for core education requirements, in-
cluding microbiology, anatomy, and physiology. Heather 
(above) graduated from Aultman with her ADN RN this 
spring, and she is now employed on 6South, the oncol-
ogy floor at Aultman Hospital, where she completed her 
preceptorship. LDLDLDLD    

Luke and Katie McNair Bower re-
cently celebrated their fifth wedding anni-
versary. They live in Atlanta with their 2-
year-old daughter Evie (right). Luke is a 
police officer for the city of Atlanta, and 
Katie is the special projects coordinator 
for Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta, Inc. LDLDLDLD    

Crystal Keegan married Joe Orlando in August in 
Independence, OH. Crystal is an IT recruiter for Beacon 
Hill Technologies, and Joe, who has 
an MBA from George Mason U., is 
the owner of Caring Tree Senior 
Care. Joe proposed Thanksgiving 
Eve as he and Crystal moved the 
first of their belongings into their 
new home in Parma, OH. LDLDLDLD    

Sarah Dick accepted Chad Long-
field’s proposal of marriage on the 
beach at sunset in Charleston, 
SC, this summer. Chad, a Sig Ep 
from Ohio U., is an engineering 
supervisor at Babcock and Wilcox 
in Barberton. Sarah is a product 
analyst at American Greetings.LDLDLDLD 

 

Deepest sympathies to the fam-
ily of Karen Deer Sutton of 
Livonia, MI, on the passing of 
her father John Deer of Huron, 
OH, September 9. 



Megan 
Kohler  
married 
Eric 
Soehnlen 
June 20, in 
Canton 
with her 
Chi O sis-
ters at her 
side (l. to 
r.)  Lisa 
Mersek , Lauren Botzenhart Sponseller , Amber Roh-
ler Richards, Megan Kohler Soehlen , Krista Karem 
Rick, Crystal Keegan Orlando , Shelly Hasenstab 
Schudel , and Keri Nietupski . Megan earned her MBA 
and works for Kohler Coating; Eric is working on his 
Ph.D. in biochemistry at Kent. They live in Stow. LDLDLDLD 

Nikki Ray 
Coy, Ashley 
Brush, Val-
lerie Prop-
per Hoop, 
Brooke  Lyt-
tle, Sarah 
Lindell, Nina 
Aust and 
Brooke’s fi-
ancé Chris Mosack enjoyed Happy Hour with Cleveland 
West Alumnae at the all-organic Greenhouse Tavern 
Restaurant on East 4th Street in Cleveland in May. LDLDLDLD 

Erin Bender married Brian Ransom on May 10, 2008, 
in Wooster. The couple resides in North Royalton. Brian 

graduated from the University of 
Akron with a degree in political sci-
ence, economics and philosophy 
and is currently employed at 
HHGregg. Erin will complete her 
doctorate in physical therapy in 
May 2010 from the University of 
Indianapolis. She is in training to 
run the Chicago Marathon in Octo-
ber to raise money for the Ameri-

can Cancer Society in honor of her grandmother. LDLDLDLD 

 Barb Conklin celebrated 60 years in Chi Omega with 
her alumnae sisters at Cleveland West in May. In 1949 
she was initiated into Chi Omega at Kappa Delta/
Bowling Green. She later enrolled at Kent State, where 
she affiliated with Lambda Delta. She moved into the 
Chi O house, where the rules were 
strict. Barb says she and her sisters 
drove the housemother crazy staying 
up late and dancing the night away. 
She recalls that the cook was not on 
duty at the house on weekends, and 
all the food was locked up. Looks as if 
some things never change at Lambda 
Delta! LDLDLDLD 

On December 27, 2008, Vallerie Propper (above) 
married Jody Hoop, a native of Hinckley, OH, and 
graduate of General Motors Institute in Michigan. Vall 
graduated from Kent with a BS in Community Health 
Education. She also has an MPH in Health Services 
Research, Epidemiology, and Healthcare Policy and 
Management from Case, and she will complete her JD 
at the Cleveland� Marshall College of Law in May. The 
Hoops met playing coed flag football and currently live 
in Tremont. LDLDLDLD 

Kyle and Lauren Botzenhart Sponseller will soon relo-
cate to Philadelphia, where Kyle will continue to work as 
a CPA for Ernst & Young. Lauren will continue her em-
ployment with Genesis Rehab Services and pursue a 
second master's degree, this one in occupational ther-
apy at Philadelphia University. She looks forward to join-
ing the Philly Alumnae.LDLDLDLD 

Rick and Jenn Rose Dipold are the 
proud parents of Cecily Ann, who 
was born Nov. 6, 2007. A stay-at-
home mom during the week, Jenn 
teaches sex ed. to inmates part-time 
at Summit County Juvenile Court. 
Rick, a processing manager at 
Smucker’s in Orville, is working on 
his MBA at Malone College.LDLDLDLD 

     Mark DiGianfilippo pro-
posed to Melissa Rzeppa 
while on vacation in Italy on 
June 29. Mark has lots of ex-
tended family living in Italy, so 
quite a large audience wit-
nessed his proposal in the 
church where his grandpar-
ents married more than 60 

years ago. Mark is employed by BBraun Medical, spe-
cializing in medical equipment sales, installation and 
training. A fall 2010 wedding in Scottsdale is planned.LDLDLDLD 

Did you know? When you order books and other merchandise from the 
link to Amazon.com on the Home page at www.chiomega.com/everyday, 
the Fraternity receives a referral fee from Amazon. Help the Foundation by 
ordering your books and things online through this link!LDLDLDLD 

Brooke Lyttle and Chris Mosack (pictured column 1 of 
this page) were engaged May 23. Brooke, a former 
chapter president, is in marketing re-
search at National City/PNC. Chris, a 
computer programmer for Dealer Tire, 
popped the question in Niagara Falls at 
the Centennial Lilac Gardens, where 
Brooke’s favorite flowers were in bloom! 
They will marry on May 22, 2010.LDLDLDLD 


