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Our sister Barbara Conklin was born in Dayton, OH. She moved to Lakewood when her father, who worked for Standard Oil, was transferred to the Cleveland area. She graduated from Lakewood High School, and at the end of her freshman year in college in 1949, she was initiated into Chi Omega at Kappa Delta at Bowling Green. At our May 5, 2009, meeting we celebrated the 60th anniversary of her initiation.

Barb left her studies at Bowling Green after initiation and worked for a year and a half at Glidden before she enrolled at Kent State, where she affiliated with Lambda Delta. She lived off campus for a while and then moved into the Chi O house, where the rules were strict. Barb said she and her sisters drove the housemother crazy staying up late and dancing the night away. She recalls that the cook was not on duty at the house on weekends, and all the food was locked up! Looks as if some things never change at Lambda Delta! 

While at Kent Barb worked in the Men’s Athletic Department for 50 cents an hour. She was also a member of the business honorary. After graduating with her business degree she went to work as an executive secretary at Diamond Alkali, which was a forerunner of Diamond Shamrock, now part of Valero Energy. Barbara then worked for many years in public relations at Republic Steel. While there she helped write The History of Republic Steel.  She retired from the company, by then known as LTV Steel, in 1994.

Barb has always enjoyed traveling. Right after graduation from Kent State, she took a train trip on the California Zephyr, which was “the most talked about train in America” at the time. It was purposely scheduled so that it passed through the most spectacular scenery. She has been to Europe several times and has traveled widely in the USA, too; her favorites places include the Rockies, Hawaii, Florida, New Orleans, and Cape Cod. 

Since retiring, Barb helps out in the AARP Tax Office, plays an occasional game of golf, and is active with an organized walking group, where each member takes charge of planning a walk around various parts of town. Barb enjoys activities with West Side Alumnae, especially Happy Hours! And she confesses she loves line dancing. That must be a “thing” with Lambda Deltas because on any Wednesday night these days, you’ll find Barb’s Lambda Delta sisters at the Dusty Armadillo in Rootstown learning the lastest line dances. Barb, you are on the cutting edge of social trends! 

And we are happy to congratulate you on your 60 years in Chi Omega!

