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Visit our website at www.chiomega.com/alumnae/cleve landwest 

 

Lindsay Lowe     U. of Toledo 
Laura Vuicich     U. of Toledo 
Danielle Royer    John Carroll 
Christie Bonvissuto          John Carroll 
Michele Scherer        William and Mary 
Kathy Petersen  Bowling Green 
Sarah Oliveri                         Kent State 

 

Barbara Conklin 
Kappa Delta/Bowling Green 

60 years 
 

Liz Keating Emrick 
Tau Alpha/Ohio University 

60 years 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Hi, Chi O Sister! 
 

Your EBoard has been busy rethinking 
our schedule of events. Although we eliminated both the Febru-
ary and March meetings, we have planned activities for July and 
August to take advantage of what we hope will be better 
weather! Another change is that current EBoard members will 
keep their positions until December 2009. We will thereafter 
operate on a schedule similar to the active chapters with officers 
in their positions for the calendar year instead of the academic 
year. We will seek new candidates in September and install our 
next EBoard at our formal meeting in December 2009. They will 
take office in January 2010.  

 

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and catching up 
on all the news.  

by Sandy Carson, State Board President 
 

     Come celebrate Chi-O-Hio 2009 in Dayton! 
On Friday, April 17, State Board will host a 
casual alumnae dinner at the new house of 
the sisters of Mu Lambda/University of Day-
ton. Then Saturday morning, April 18, colle-
gians from all over Ohio will arrive, and we’ll 
celebrate the spring Eleusinia at a luncheon 
at the Crowne Plaza. SNV Joellyn Sullivan of 

the Governing Council will be the featured speaker. Alumnae 
groups will present their scholarships, and the new State Board 
will be installed. An E-Vite has gone out with all the specifics. 
Call me at (440) 333-4586 if you need further information. 
 To learn more about Chi Omega Alumnae State Board, take 
a look at our website at www.ohiochiomegas.com. You can en-
ter your name and e-mail address on the homepage and re-
ceive the State Board newsletter. You will find interesting infor-
mation, both historic and current, on this site, so please visit 
today! CWCWCWCW    
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by Annamarie Crell, Delegate 
 

         Watch for your E-Vite this spring and 
plan to attend the annual CAPA Scholar-
ship Brunch, celebrating our heritage 
and sisterhood. The event will be held 
Saturday, May 16, at the Terrace Club at 
Progressive Field from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. At the brunch you can buy 

tickets to win themed baskets contributed by member 
groups to support future scholarships and meet the col-
legiate and alumnae recipients of the 2009 scholarships. 
Soon you will be able to view the menu and download 
the reservation form at www.clevelandpanhellenic.org/
MayLuncheon.htm The sisters of Alpha Phi, the sorority 
of CAPA President Rea 
Wedekamm, are working 
hard to make this a terrific 
event and encourage you 
to come and bring family 
and friends!  

The theme of our bas-
ket is Hairspray, and all 
West Siders are welcome 
to contribute donated or 
purchased items relating to 
hair and beauty. Bring your contributions to our May 
meeting at my house. Call me at (440) 934-9339 if you 
have questions. CWCWCWCW 

by Connie Macko, Book Club Chair  
      The West Side Book Club will con-
tinue to meet at the Rocky River Star-
bucks on the second Wednesday of 
even-numbered months. Mark your cal-
endar for April 8, June 10, August 12, 
October 14 and December 9, and watch 
for your E-Vites or call me at (614) 440-
2832 to RSVP.  

Our April selection is The Girl with the Dragon Tat-
too, an award-winning novel by the late Steig Larsson, a 
Swedish author and journalist. Part of a posthumously 
published trilogy, this novel includes a genealogical ta-
ble for keeping track of the large number of characters. 
An epic tale of serial murder and corporate trickery 
spanning several continents, it involves international 
financial fraud and the buried past of a wealthy Swedish 
industrial family. Get your copy now and enjoy the read. 
See you at Starbucks! CWCWCWCW

Twenty-five Chi Os and their guests, some pictured 
above, gathered at Great Scott Bakery and Deli on 
Wooster Road in Rocky River for our October event, 
which was billed as Elegant Under Ten and featured five 
marvelous wines, each selling for under $10 per bottle. 
Each wine accompanied a culinary delight prepared by 
Scott Totten and his staff. We started out with the appe-
tizer above, delicate miniature greens over goat cheese 
on a cornmeal pancake. That was followed by a salad, 
poached salmon and pulled pork, all topped off by a 
thoroughly decadent bite of out-of-this world handmade 
chocolate from a vendor in California. Yum! Big thanks 
to Cheryl and Eileen for the great job of planning. CWCWCWCW 

      

     Keep up with the latest at Chi  
Omega by visiting www.chiomega.com/everyday. You no 
longer need your 8-digit membership number to sign on. 

Open an account and create your own 
password. Be sure to update your per-
sonal info if necessary.  
     Chi Omega receives a referral fee 
every time you order merchandise from 
Amazon.com if you place your order 
through the link at the lower right hand 
corner of the home page of the Chi 
Omega Everyday site. Order your April 
Book Club selection (left) and contribute 
to the Fraternity at the same time. CWCWCWCW 

Want a college woman you know to meet the Chi 
Omega sisters on her campus? Contact Recruit-

ment Information Chair Sharon Miller at skmbgxo 
@yahoo.com for help in getting a completed RIF to the 
chapter Recruitment Advisor. CWCWCWCW    
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    For the second year in a row, 
Gail Dicks, pictured here with 
husband John, organized a team 
for the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure. Below are some of 
the 20,000 intrepid participants 
at the 2008 Race. The 16th an-
nual event will be held on Malls 
B and C Saturday, September 
12. Gail will keep us posted on 

registration for her team 
this year. 
     Doris Eisaman is ac-
tive in the Western Re-
serve Herb Society; she 
has served as Ways and 
Means Chair, and in 2004 
she oversaw the newest 
section of the Society’s 
world-renowned herb garden—the Edible Garden. 
Among her favs are nasturtiums for their versatility in 

the kitchen. How about stuffing 
those yucca flowers? Rose pet-
als, day lily buds and even tu-
lips are edible. Doris is pictured 
here at the annual Herb Fair, 
the Society’s major fundraiser, 
held every fall. Make plans to 
join her at the Fair on Saturday, 
October 10 at the Botanical 
Center. You’ll appreciate the 
array of fragrant, delicious, and 

beautiful homemade treats for sale. Doris inherited her 
enthusiasm for gardening from her father and has 
passed it on to her son, a landscape designer. CWCWCWCW 
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On November 8 Lauren Botzenhart married Kyle 
Sponseller. At her side were many Chi O sisters from 
the Lambda Delta chapter, including (l. to r.) Marisa 
Stroud, Leslie Schelat-McBride, Sarah Dick , Erica 
Ryan-Berasi and Erica Mull. The Sponsellers currently 
live in Stow.©  

     Dietz and Stepha-
nie Lankhorst of 
Olmsted Falls wel-
comed Victoria Ruth 
(right) on Oct. 26. 

       

On Nov. 25 James and Tara 
Tatman of Avon Lake 
greeted their little legacy Cait-
lin Grace (left). Brother J. J. is 
thrilled with his baby sister. 

 

Our 43rd annual auction for philanthropy and 
scholarships was a 
resounding success 
with sisters and 
friends raising 
$1200. Many thanks 
to professional auc-
tioneers Barbara 
Masterson and 
Robin Brabander for 
donating their time 
again this year. CWCWCWCW 
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Sat., June 27, 2009,  8:00 a.m. 
Walk for Wishes at the Cleveland 
Zoo. Start making your list of po-
tential donors now. Info about safe 
online donations coming soon. 

Wed., Mar. 25, 2009, 5 p.m. 
Dinner and a Movie at the 33nd Cleveland Interna-
tional Film Festival at Tower City  
Chair: Linda Meixner 
 

We’ll meet for small plates and beverages at the Lobby 
Lounge on the 6th floor of the Ritz at 5:00 and see an 
independent or international film at 7:00. Maybe Cine-
matinis afterward? East Side Sisters will join us. 

Soaring into Sisterhood, Chi-O-Hio Day 
April 17 and 18, 2009, Crowne Plaza, Dayton  
See article on p. 1. 
Make the drive to Dayton to celebrate the spring Eleus-
inia with Ohio Chi O collegians and alumnae. 

Tues., May 5 , 2009, 7 p.m. 
Salad Supper with Chi O Anniversaries  
Chair: Cheryl Lister 
Committee: Dawn Marrie, Lindsay Lowe 
House: Annamarie Crell, 38999 Amberwood Drive, 
Avon, OH 44011 (440) 934-9339 
 

Liz Emrick and Barb Conklin will celebrate 60 years in 
Chi Omega at this event.  
 

Chair and Committee will provide beverages, appetizer 
and dessert. All attendees except honorees will bring a 
salad of their choice, serving 4-6 people. A favorite 
event of many Sisters! 

Volunteers to host our meetings or serve on commit-
tees are always welcome. Contact VP/House Chair 
Cheryl Lister at (440) 933-2299 if you are interested in 
volunteering for future events. We reimburse for the 
Sept., Nov., and May meetings, including food and bev-
erages. Anyone serving on those committees should 
save receipts and submit them to Gail. Refreshments 
for all other meetings are donated. CWCWCWCW 

You will receive full details on each meeting, happy 
hour, and event via E-Vite at least two weeks in ad-
vance. Members without e-mail can call Linda at (440) 
239-1171 for information or to make a reservation. If 
you would like to be included in the E-Vite Address 
Book, contact her at meixnerlinda@att.net    

If you found out about the event you are attending 
on our website and joining us for the first time, contact 
our New Member Coordinator Marisa Troutman at 
mltrout34@aol.com. 

Don’t be a “no show.” If your plans change, please 
adjust your RSVP on the E-Vite site. Thanks!  CWCWCWCW 

Sat., July 11, 2009 
Plans are in the works for a 
Cleveland specialty tour on Lolly 
the Trolley. Cheryl will have more 
information about our choices and 
further details at our May meeting. 

Sun., August 9, 2009 
Always wanted to meet the significant others and chil-
dren of your sisters? Now’s your chance! We’re plan-
ning a relaxed outdoor family gathering as we bask in 
the sun before school starts up again. 

Happy Chi Os met for Happy Hours at South Side in 
Tremont, August (above left); M Bistro in Westlake, 
September (above right); Stone Mad in Tremont, Octo-
ber; Flying Fig on Market St., November (below), 
Salmon Dave’s in Rocky River, December; Blake’s at  
Crocker Park, January; Light Bistro on Bridge, February. 

Too busy during the school year to get involved? Hate 
driving on snowy roads? Check out our summer plans! 



������	 ��!�"���	���	#	���
��	�������	������������� �

Katie Keane is the New Member Advi-
sor at Kappa Beta, Rhodes College in 

Memphis (SNV Joellyn Sullivan’s chapter). The chapter 
welcomed 42 new members this fall, including 7 lega-
cies! Half the student body at Rhodes is Greek.   
 

We loved meeting Sue Earley , 
Kappa Delta/BGSU, and her 
daughter Meaghan , Tau Alpha/
Ohio U, at the January Happy 
Hour at Blake’s. Meaghan is fin-
ishing up a final credit here 
Cleveland this winter before 
graduating. We will see her at the 

Film Festival, where she will help out with the publica-
tion of The Daily, the Festival newsletter. 
 
Taking in the Cleveland cultural scene this fall, Nina 
Aust  was pictured in the December issue of Cleveland 
magazine at the opening of the Hanna Theater. 
 
Bon voyage to Amy McMullen , who will travel to Hol-
land and Belgium in April with Travel Chi O. She has a 
new job as a staffing manager at Robert Half Interna-
tional in Beachwood. She will place clients in temporary 
secretarial and clerical positions. 
 

Lee Steindl attended 
Firesides in February 
with the Lambda Delta 
delegates. Ronda 
Deer and Connie 
Macko attended with 
Upsilon Mu, shown 
here with Katie 
Keane and YM dele-
gates Trang Le and 
Molly Onufer.  

Christie Bonvissuto has moved to Canton for her new 
job as a sales rep for Takeda Pharmaceuticals, selling 
medication for patients with Type 2 diabetes. Christie is 
so glad that YM sisters Maria DePiero and Amber 
Repp, who also moved to Canton for work, are nearby.  
 
Shari Klein reconnected with her Big from Upsilon 
Delta/University of Miami in Florida this winter. 
 
Angie Lokaj has taken up residence in Toledo, where 
fiance Nate Moss enrolled in medical school this fall. 
Angie teaches science in the Toledo area.  
 
Ronda Deer donated 14 lap blankets for use by children 
treated at local hospitals and their families staying at 
Ronald McDonald House.  
 
Sharon Miller and daughter Ciera were in Washington, 
DC, for in the Inauguration of Barack Obama. They 
made it to the Mall for the ceremony, but all the security 
surrounding the parade made it impossible for them to 
partake of the festivities. They boosted the economy by 
going shopping instead! 
 

Good wishes to Karen Chinnici  as she continues to 
recuperate from partial hip replacement following from a 
fall on an icy driveway. 
 
Gail Dicks announced the arrival of John Michael 
McHenry, her new grandson, born February 8 to daugh-
ter Terri and her husband Jack. Terri is an attorney at 
Google in San Francisco. 
 
Following the purchase of National City Bank by PNC, 
Shannon Johnson , husband Clay, and their three chil-
dren will head to Pittsburgh, where Shannon will be re-
sponsible for customer programs, including the points 
program, which will continue under PNC. CWCWCWCW    

 
 
      

      U. of Dayton grads Marisa 
Troutman and Justin Vitrano (left) 
will wed in August at St. Christo-
pher’s in Rocky River with their 
reception at Blue Heron Golf 
Course in Medina. Justin popped 
the question on the beach at sun-
set while the couple vacationed in 
Palm Coast, Florida. Justin works 
at Parker-Hannifin as an IT ana-

lyst, and Marisa works in the Human Resources Depart-
ment at University Hospitals recruiting student nurses. 
     Kent grad Crystal Keegan will marry Joe Orlando 
(above right) in August at St. Michael’s in Independence. 
Crystal is an IT recruiter for Beacon Hill Technologies, 
and Joe, who has an MBA from George Mason U., is the 

owner of Caring Tree Senior 
Care. Joe proposed Thanksgiv-
ing Eve as he and Crystal moved 
the first of their belongings into 
their new home in Parma.  
     BGSU grad Krista Lombardo 
is engaged to Toledo grad Brian 
Klefos (below). They will marry in 
September at St. Albert’s with 

their reception at Carrie Cerino’s. Brian works at School-
belles, the school uniform com-
pany founded by his grand-
mother. Krista works for the 
Cleveland Clinic as the GMEC 
Coordinator in the Department 
of Graduate Education. They 
are the proud owners of a new 
home in Strongsville. CWCWCWCW 
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by Molly Onufer, GH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the 2009 EBoard!  
 

Front row l. to r. : GH Molly Onufer, Personnel Chair Trang 
Le, Panhel Delegate Courtney Weisenberger, GKA Sara 
Nunney. Top row l. to r.: GM Ashley Bauer, GTB Emily 
Burns, Recruitment Chair Carolyn Pici, GNV Amy Marchlen 

 

The sisters of Upsilon Mu at John Carroll University 
had a busy fall semester, but that didn’t stop us from hav-
ing fun! We started off with a very successful recruitment. It 
was a long weekend, but we welcomed outstanding girls 
and initiated 13 wonderful new members our first week 
back in January.  We participated in an All-Greek Service 
Day, which sent sisters all around the city on various ser-
vice projects with other Greeks. It was fun and a great rep-
resentation of the Greek community! 

Our main event of the semester was our sisterhood 
retreat to Thorne Acres, a cottage owned by JCU.  We 
spent one night of fun, bonding in sisterly love. It truly was 
a great experience, especially with revelations during the 
retreat!  

Last year we started a new philanthropy event in con-
junction with JCU’s Sports Information Department called 
“Make-A-Swish for Make-A-Wish.” At halftime of the JCU 
basketball games, fans and spectators can pay $1 to try a 
3-point shot, and if they make it, they win a $10 gift card 
donated by Pizzaz. Make-A-Swish has proven very suc-
cessful in our pursuit to grant a wish this year! In addition, 
girls have been raising $20 each for Make-A-Wish on their 
own doing odd jobs throughout the community.  

Chi Omegas have continued the tradition of leadership 
both on campus and in Greek Life. Rachel DeAngelis was 
named Director of Pi Chis on the Panhellenic Council. Amy 
Marchlen was named President of Order of Omega, the 
Greek honors fraternity, to which Carolyn Pici was in-
ducted last semester.  

We began the year with a smooth transition from our 
wonderful 2008 leaders to our new Exec Board and Cardi-
nal Cabinet, and we look forward to a great, sisterly spring 
semester! UMUMUMUM 

by Kelli Kratzenberg, GH 
 

Congratulations to the 2008 EBoard! GH Kelli Kratzen-
berg, GTB Lindsay Meade, GKA Emily Horne, GNV Kate 
Lepere, GM Catherine Cousineau, Personnel Chair Stacey 
Mahony, Recruitment Chair Lisa Ahlers, Panhellenic Dele-
gate Amanda Egut and Facility Manager Katy Leben. 

Good luck to the new Panhel board members, espe-
cially our sisters: VP of Membership Education N'Jeri 
Nicholson, VP of Philanthropy and Community Service 
Jenna Waldmuller and Assistant VP of Recruitment and 
Retention Brittany Barnes. 

This fall the Scholarship Cabinet hosted over 100 
guests at a parents’ brunch to recognize the achievements 
of 50 sisters with above a 3.0, including six sisters with 
4.0s. Order of the Owl, pearls, and Highest Big/Little GPA , 
too! All in attendance met our incoming and outgoing 
EBoards and National Consultant Tara Smutz; they en-
joyed a fabulous Italian buffet prepared by House Chef 
Dan. Kelli Kratzenberg, then GTB, received the Ann Wal-
ters Scholarship valued at $600. Thanks to all our donors 
over the years who have helped up build our Foundation 
fund, which now totals over $20,000. 

February 28 we held another event for parents. This 
time they joined us for lunch at the house and then cheered 
for us at DZ Lip Sync that evening. 

This year our sisters volunteer at Hattie Larlham Chil-
dren’s Center in Ravenna. We’ve thrown birthday parties 
and nail painting events for children who are developmen-
tally and physically disabled. Our chapter hopes to estab-
lish a long-term partnership with the Center. 

Madeline Saraniti, then Director of Community Service, 
organized a Comedy Show this fall featuring nationally 
known comic Mike Veneman. The brothers of AEP put on 
the opening act. Funds raised at events like this allowed us 
to grant a Wish to a young girl named Casey last spring. 
Her wish was to go to Disney World and swim with the dol-
phins. In March we will host Sloppy Joes with the Chi Os to 
raise funds to continue our philanthropic work. LDLDLDLD 

KSU Homecoming 2008 
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     The sisters of Upsilon Mu and Lambda Delta were 
selected to host the first-ever traveling session of the 
Nancy Walton Laurie Leadership Institute. Chosen from 
among 20 other chapters, our local collegians took part 
in a professional training session on decision making 
and conflict management. 2008 GHs Christina Ander-
son  of YM and Jeanette Nachman of LD made all the 
local arrangements for the presentation at JCU and for 
the transportation of the 100 LDs to University Heights. 
The Foundation picked up the expenses for the 3-hour 
workshop held November 22. The presenters were very 
impressed 
with the level 
of participa-
tion of our 
wonderful 
collegiate sis-
ters. CWCWCWCW    

     This fall Cleveland West wel-
comed a pair of alums from Xi 
Delta/U. of Toledo—Lindsay 
Lowe  (far left) and Laura 
Vuicich . Lindsay is a certified 
therapeutic recreation specialist. 
She currently coaches at Great 

Lakes Gymnastics in Avon Lake, awaiting her assign-
ment with the Peace Corps. In March 2010, she will 
depart for Eastern Europe or Central Asia, where she 
will work in the Health Extension program. She is a resi-
dent of Westlake. 

Laura graduated with a degree in health care ad-
ministration and works in Internal Medicine at the 
Cleveland Clinic. She enjoys listening to new music, 
spending time with friends and family, working out, 
trying new things, skiing and being a Chi Omega! Fu-
ture plans include a nursing degree and a move some-
day to Colorado.   

Danielle Royer, an alumna of 
YM, graduated from JCU in 2006 
with a degree in biology. She works 
at University Hospitals conducting 
drug research and takes classes at 
Case. This fall she will move to Co-
lumbus to enroll in the Dental School 
at Ohio State. Having fully recovered from a car acci-
dent, she’s in training to run a half-marathon to benefit 
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America in July.   

     Sarah Oliveri , one of our 2008 
scholarship winners and an initiate of 
Lambda Delta/Kent State, was granted 
early alumna status by the Fraternity 
after two intense years of chapter lead-
ership. A nontraditional student, Sarah 
is finishing her undergrad degree and 
will enter graduate school this fall to 

pursue literary studies. She lives in Kent. CWCWCWCW 

 
 

     A rewarding aspect of 
membership in West Side Alumnae is the 
opportunity to meet young sisters on their way 
to establishing their lives. Every newsletter 
contains the names of recent grads who have either re-
turned home to Cleveland or who have arrived to pursue 
graduate study or a career. We are so happy to welcome 
them, but it’s always a little 
sad when they move on. 
We are heartened to see 
the contributions they have 
made as they enlivened our 
membership roll and 
pleased to know that we 
have inspired them to seek 
out alum groups wherever 
they settle.  

Former West Sider, Michelle Judd , is now back home 
on the East Coast and volunteers as the VP for Member-
ship for the New York City Alumnae. Michelle says that the 
sisters enjoy their Book Club (above), recently selecting 
Little Stalker and hosting its author Jennifer Belle for the 
discussion. Michelle is in the grey slacks above, and the 
author is in the center with long dark hair. NYC alums are 
ready for you if you are planning a move East. CWCWCWCW 

 

After a national search and the help of Greek House 
Resource, a web-based company specializing in match-
ing Greek house directors with chapters needing them, 
the Lambda Delta Housing Corporation has hired Gale 
McNelley to serve at Kent State. West Siders had the 
pleasure of meeting Gale at our December Happy Hour 
just after she arrived in Ohio from Las Vegas. Raised 
here, Gale is happy to be back in the Buckeye State. 

     Gale, whose mother was a 
Greek house director, has a degree 
in occupational therapy from Colo-
rado State. Her background in-
cludes work in health care benefits, 
manager of a Ronald McDonald 
House and sales coordinator for a 
wedding chapel in Las Vegas. She 
attained the rank of Captain in the 
U. S. Army Reserves. 

Gale was “initiated” into the joys of chapter life on 
January 31, when the girls, setting up for initiation, de-
tected the heavy odor of gas. Set up came to an abrupt 
halt as the gas company, advisors, and House Corp 
members were alerted. With some advice from Chi 
Omega Executive Director Anne Emmerth  via phone, 
the girls moved initiation to a nearby hotel, and Gale 
and Housing Corp oversaw repairs. All returned to the 
house after a night at the hotel and sisters’ apartments.  

Welcome, “Mom” Gale! West Side alumnae are 
here to support you and your charges.CWCWCWCW 
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