History of Cleveland West Alumnae
We’re very proud of our history. Thanks to long-time Cleveland West Historian Virginia Davis Royer (below), Delta Gamma/Denison University, for preserving our history.

Cleveland Chi Omega alumnae activities date back to 1920, and for the 33 years that followed, members met monthly alternating between sites on the city’s east and west sides.

1930s: Membership in the alumnae group reached 125, and Chi O events were often featured in the society pages of the Plain Dealer. Mary Love Collins spoke at the Cleveland Alumnae Panhellenic Association spring luncheon in 1938, when a Chi O alumna served as president.
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1940s: Chi Omega alumnae participated in recruitment, holding teas at country clubs and other spots around town. Originally appearing in the Cleveland News on August 28, 1941, the photo at right features alumnae entertaining prospective college freshmen at the Tudor Room of the Cleveland Club. On the far right you’ll see our very own Marguerite “Hokie” Holkesvig Gosewisch, Tau Gamma, now a 60+-year-member of Chi Omega and active at Cleveland West. In 1947 Cleveland alumnae helped with the installation of the 100th Chi Omega chapter, Lambda Delta at Kent State University, where our members are still active as advisors, House Corporation members, and supporters.

1950s: In 1953 Chi Omega Alumnae Cleveland West was formally established, and Betty Portz (now Omega) served as the first president. Bridge games were (and continue to be) a favorite social activity for Chi O alumnae, and the Cleveland Speech and Hearing Center was the recipient of their philanthropy. Chi-O-Hio Day (State Day) was established in 1957, and numerous West Siders now serve on the State Executive Board.

1960s: Beneficiaries of Cleveland West philanthropy included Circle Workshop, Cleveland Psychiatric Institute, the Garrett Shop, Our Lady of the Wayside, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, and West Shore Nursery School for Retarded Children. On the social scene Chi O alums held champagne parties, bridge parties, and a Christmas singalong.

1970s: Our October Ways and Means Dinner, Christmas Bazaar, and May Officer Installation became regular events on our yearly calendar. West Siders supported Parkview Therapeutic and Our Lady of the Wayside, and numerous members served as officers of community and cultural organizations.

1980s: At meetings the ladies learned about Longaberger baskets, color, plastic surgery, wellness, and tying scarves and contributed $7600 to the West Shore Preschool for Exceptional Children.

1990s: East and West Side alumnae sponsored a $500 scholarship for an Ohio Chi Omega collegian. West Siders supported North Coast Health Ministry, Templum House, Women’s Community Fund, and Berea Children’s Home. In 1991 Chi-O-Hio Day was held in Cleveland, and SM Cathy Antholine was the featured speaker. During this decade West Siders contributed $5000 earmarked for furnishings for the office of the Alumnae Director at the new National Headquarters; and Ronda Doane Deer, Rho Gamma, became National Regional Alumnae Director for the Great Lakes Region, serving ten years. West Siders established the Chi Omega Alumnae Cleveland West Scholarship Fund, awarding their first Foundation scholarship in 1999. 

21st Century: We were present at the installation of Upsilon Mu/John Carroll, where many West Siders now serve as advisors and on the House Corporation. Ronda Deer received one of the first Chi Omega Lifelong Alumnae Service Awards at Convention 2002. On May 5, 2003, Cleveland West celebrated 50 years of sisterhood at the Clifton Club in Lakewood. We were honored to have with us many of our founding members. We formed Team Chi O for the benefit of the Make-a-Wish Foundation. At Chi-O-Hio 2005 in Cleveland, Sandy Carson, Zeta Alpha, was named Outstanding Ohio Chi O Alum, and at Convention 2006 she received the Jobelle Holcombe Panhellenic Award for an Outstanding Alumna. Katie Keane, Kappa Delta/Bowling Green State University was named Director of Alumnae Development for Chi Omega. At Convention 2008 Cleveland West was recognized for five consecutive years of support of the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

We are now well into our second half-century, and the membership roster of Chi Omega Alumnae Cleveland West includes many of our earliest members, brand new alumnae, and everyone in between! Won’t you join us?
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Hokie in 1941





Ginny Royer and Hokie at the 2006 Cleveland Eleusinian Luncheon








