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VIRGINIA ADAMS

Virginia McCabe Adams (left) was initiated into Eta of Chi Omega at the University of Michigan 70 years ago in 1936. At that time, Ginny says, no cars were allowed on the Big Ten campus. The Chi O house was a modest one and has been since replaced with a Southern-style mansion. Ginny majored in English and following graduation she worked at a spark plug company in Toledo, translating documents from French and Spanish into English. After Ginny married John Adams, a U. of M. Law School graduate, the couple moved to Washington, D. C., where John served as law clerk for Supreme Court Justice Frank Murphy. (This name may not be familiar to all of us today, but the Justice was appointed by Franklin Roosevelt and served for 9 years. As a side note: Before serving on the High Court John’s boss was also the Mayor of Detroit, Gov. of Michigan, and U.S. Attorney General.) The young Adamses came to Cleveland when John took a position at the law firm of Squires, Sanders, and Dempsey. Ginny is mother to three children: John, James, and Anne. She is one of the early members of Cleveland West. She still recalls the phone call from Betty Portz, the first president of West Side, inviting her to come to a meeting. Ginny has enjoyed her volunteer job at the Lakewood Public Library and is an active member of College Club West. She most enjoys visiting the ancestral farm originally owned by her great-grandparents near Van Wert, Ohio, where corn, wheat, and soybeans still flourish. Congratulations on your 70 years in Chi Omega, Ginny. 

LAURA ROSS

Laura Clark Ross, (right) is a native of Rocky River. She recalls her first part-time job at the local library for 17 cents per hour! She was the valedictorian of the Rocky River High School Class of 1935 and named to Phi Beta Kappa. Seventy years ago she was initiated into Zeta Alpha of Chi Omega at Ohio State. After one year she transferred to Flora Stone Mather College at what is now Case, where she majored in geology and minored in economics. After graduation Laura worked as secretary for the School of Education at Case at a time when America’s best and brightest academics were being whisked off to serve in the area of military intelligence. Laura recalls the hasty departure of her boss, a Harvard man, who went off to contribute to central intelligence at the Office of Strategic Services during World War II. Laura and her husband had two sons, one of whom now lives in Pinecrest, FL, and the other in Thousand Oaks, CA. She has four grandsons and has done a lot of traveling following their tennis matches. Laura was a tennis player herself as well as a golfer. She has led a very active life and has had—as she puts it—a lot of fun! At one point she returned to school to acquire a temporary teaching certificate allowing her to substitute teach, which she did for 4 years. She volunteered for 35 years as a water safety instructor. She was involved in highly successful and flourishing programs of the Red Cross as well as the County Board of Mental Retardation in which children with disabilities learned to swim. Laura is currently a member of Coterie and South Lakewood Women’s Club. She is a member of Rockport United Methodist Church, where she serves as a Stephen minister, a role in which she helps individuals privately with confidential issues. And I can’t think of anyone better to tell your problems to! Congratulations, Laura, on your 70 years in Chi Omega!

